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The Ohio
Masonic Home
Resource Center
Widow(ers)
Program
The Resource Center has
renewed our efforts to assist
masonic and Eastern star widows
and widowers through our
Widow(ers) Program, through
which we will be able to mail out
a Widow’s/Widower’s Packet to
any mason or widow upon the
death of their spouse. Included
in this packet will be information
on important documentation
to gather and numbers to call
(Social Security, Medicare, etc..),
as well as information on grief
and loss, local resources and
contact info for the Resource
Center Liaison closest to the
surviving spouse. We will enclose
pamphlets tailored to their
situation and follow up with a
phone call. This is another way to
express our Masonic Obligation
of caring for our widows. We also
will be mailing out a newsletter
twice a year with the option to
opt out at anytime.

omhresourcecenter.org
(877) 881-1623
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The Masonic Volunteer Program: A New Beginning
In the Fall of 2017, Resource Center
Liaison, DeAnna Kinney met with Dave
Williams (Lowell Lodge), John Lovejoy
(Flushing Lodge) and Jeff Gallaher
(Monroe Lodge) at a little diner off I-70 in
Morristown, Ohio to discuss the possibility
of reforming a grass roots, hands-on type
(Pictured from left to right are Dave Williams, Lowell
of volunteer program designed to help
Lodge; John Lovejoy, Flushing Lodge; DeAnna Kinney,
Masons, their wives, widows and Eastern
Masonic Volunteer Program Coordinator; and Jeff
Gallaher, Monroe Lodge)
Star members in need. With the support
of the Ohio Masonic Home administration and the fraternity in South East Ohio,
the Masonic Volunteer Program has grown like wild fire. We formed our first MVP
Committee in the 23rd District under the Chairmanship of John Lovejoy with
17 volunteers packing Christmas baskets at Flushing Lodge. Our second MVP
Committee was formed in the 17th District under Dave Williams, and our third was
formed in the 18th District under Jeff Gallaher. As the news spread, word of the
good works of these men and women reached the entire state. We now have 10
Masonic Volunteer Program Committees with over 200 volunteers!
The volunteers are Masons and Eastern Stars, as well as friends and spouses of
Masons, who are helping our Resource Center clients by making calls and visits,
sending cards, assisting with transportation, completing minor home repairs
and other activities. The volunteers are also one of our most important means of
communication with those in need and have been making referrals to the Resource
Center for more formal services and assistance. Volunteers work hand in hand with
the Liaison in their local area to provide assistance to clients in the community.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please call DeAnna Kinney
at (740) 262-1974 for further information.

2019 Widows’ Luncheon - You are cordially invited to attend!
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
at 12:00 p.m.
Western Reserve Masonic Community
in the Chapel
4931 Nettle Road, Medina, Ohio 44256

Thursday, September 19, 2019
at 12:00 p.m.
Browning Masonic Community
in Harmony Hall
8883 Browning Dr., Waterville, OH 43566

For those of you that have not received a Masonic Widows’ Pin, there will be a
Pinning Ceremony that will take place at each location at 11:00 am. When calling
in for reservations, please indicate if you have not received your pin.
R.S.V.P. to Barb Henz at 1-888-248-2664 press #3. Indicate what location you will
be attending. Reservations must be made prior to September 4, 2019.

Leaving a Legacy
By Steve Petitjean, Executive Director
The Ohio Masonic Home Foundation
Just the other day, my wife and I were discussing our future and how we wanted to help
those we love and hold dear to our hearts. We love our daughters and want to ensure that
we provide for them and their future families. We talked about other family members and
close friends that we would like to consider helping. Then Lori asked, “How can we best
continue supporting the charities that we hold close to our hearts even after we are gone?”
We had great dialogue and we both agreed that we want to leave a lasting impact on family,
friends, and a few special charities while lessening the burden of taxes on our family and on
our estate.
We then discussed how best to distribute our assets to make this happen. Bequests are the
easiest way to include individuals and organizations. We simply have to complete a form or
contact our advisors to ensure our intentions. With the help of our advisors, we can include
specific language in our will (or trust) specifying a percentage of our estate, a specified dollar amount, or a specific item
to be given to family, friends, and charities as part of our estate plans.
Did you know that certain types of property, such as retirement assets and insurance policies, pass outside of a will or
trust? These assets require you to name a beneficiary by completing a Beneficiary Designation Form.
We discussed our IRA accounts (a retirement asset) as being excellent bequests to charity, because if the IRA is given
to our daughters, much of the value will be depleted through estate and income taxes. By designating a charity as the
beneficiary of part or all of our IRAs, the full value of the gift is transferred tax-free at death, and the estate receives a
charitable deduction. We talked about naming one another as beneficiaries on our IRAs while designating a charity as
the secondary beneficiary of the account. To do so, we simply need to contact our IRA custodians to obtain Beneficiary
Designation Forms to plan for the future bequest from our IRA accounts.
Lastly, our insurance policies are an asset of our estate, and they are taxable at the time of our deaths. However, if
the policies are gifted to charity, our estate avoids paying taxes on the value of the policy and receives a charitable
deduction for the gifts. We can name anyone as beneficiary of our insurance policies and change our designations
at any time. All we have to do is contact our insurance company to obtain Beneficiary Designation Forms and make a
bequest of our policies.
If you are having similar thoughts about those that you hold dear to your heart and wish to learn more, please contact
the Ohio Masonic Home Foundation at 888-248-2664, or email us at ohiomasonichome.org, for a no obligation
conversation. We are happy to help!
The search for significance and the desire to plan for the future lead many to ponder their legacy. I ask, “What kind of
legacy will you leave?”

Exemplary Accomplishments

from the

Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center
Have you read about the wonderful things the Ohio
Masonic Home Resource Center has been able to do for
our Masons like obtaining chair lifts, wheelchair ramps,
or even emergency assistance after a fire or flood? The
Resource Center can help with large projects, and in
emergency situations. We can also walk beside a family,
offering support and guidance in getting through the
everyday struggles of caring for a loved one with a
chronic disease or finding the right fit for assistance to
help someone through a health or medical journey.

Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Cincinnati to be a
part of the care team, creating a care plan that included
a referral for hospice services. Now the wife has a bath
aide coming in three (3) times weekly along with a nurse
who visits twice weekly. While the hospice agency
provides services, medical equipment and supplies, they
also are providing increased social interactions through
their visits. The husband states this support has made a
world of difference for him and his wife. He describes it
as ‘a weight lifted’.

In Northern Ohio,
Worshipful Brother
Rhine had been a
working man all
his life, but after
suffering from a
stroke, everything
changed. After
Brother Rhine (middle) with his daughter recovering, he
and OMHRC Liaison, Jesse Pertee
attempted to go
back to work, but unfortunately he was unable to due
to complications. An ambassador in his district was
aware of his situation and contacted the Resource
Center. Worshipful Brother Rhine had worked for the
railroad, and it would be some time until he could start
receiving benefits. In the meantime, he was in danger of
losing his home and everything he had worked hard for.
Working with his daughter, the Resource Center was
able to assist him in getting some of his bills deferred
until he started receiving his benefits. We were also
able to coordinate with the Grand Lodge and the Grand
Almoners Fund to get him in a better situation to help
sustain him until he is self-sufficient.

The Resource Center assists Masons regardless of
where they are. It is common for the Resource Center
Liaisons to work with our clients when they are in
a rehabilitation facility or a long-term care facility.
For example, a family had called after becoming
disheartened at the decline of the Mason who had
been at a facility for several years due to dementia. He
had become bedfast and had lost significant weight.
The Liaison met with the wife, explaining to her that
she did have options available regarding choices for
her husband’s care. After visiting other facilities in
the area, the wife made a choice to move the client to
another nursing facility. He is eating better, participating
in physical therapy, and has become more verbal and
brighter. The wife is able to continue to visit as he
remains close to home. She is finding peace now that he
appears to be more settled, showing improvements in
both his physical health and his overall contentment.

In Southern Ohio, we have a Mason in Gallia County
who has been the primary caregiver for his wife with
Huntington’s Disease for over ten (10) years. He was
very tired and having significant back issues due to
lifting her when she fell. He was at a Lodge meeting one
night where one of the Resource Center ambassadors/
volunteers suggested he contact the Resource Center.
A Liaison met with the family, and also involved the

Not only can we assist with long-term care placements,
but we can ensure that services are in place when
a client is discharged from a short-term rehab stay.
Through our contacts with facilities and home health
agencies, the Resource Center can help prevent a
patient from being discharged without services or
appropriate medical equipment being in place. This is
critical for the patient’s well-being so that the gains
made during the rehab stay are not lost after discharge.
We can look at other needs to be addressed such as
home delivered meals and transportation as well, to
support the client’s well-being and safety upon his or
her return home.

REPORTING
INFORMATION
CHECKLIST
☐☐ Names and addresses of
the Individual and his or her
caregiver or guardian
☐☐ The individual’s current
location
☐☐ Circumstances and as
much specific information
as possible about the
suspected abuse, neglect or
exploitation
☐☐ Information regarding
any previous suspected
incidents of abuse, neglect
or exploitation
☐☐ Any other information
that may help discover
the cause or scope of the
suspected abuse, neglect or
exploitation

CONTACTS
Ohio Attorney General’s Office
1-800-282-0515
Office of the State Long-Term
Care Ombudsman
1-800-282-1206
Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities,
Abuse/Neglect Hotline
1-866-313-6733
Ohio Department of Health,
Office of Health Assurance
and Licensing
1-800-342-0553
Ohio Department of Mental
Health
And addiction Services
1-877-275-6364
Ohio Department of Aging
www.aging.ohio.gov/elderabuse

REPORTING ELDER ABUSE
What is Elder Abuse?
Elder abuse includes physical, sexual and emotional abuse, as well as neglect,
self-neglect, exploitation and abandonment, It can happen anywhere, anytime,
and often affects the most vulnerable members of the community. While
approximately 16,000 reports of abuse, neglect and exploitation are made each
year in Ohio, the National Institutes of Health estimates that these reports
represent only one in 14 cases.
Why Report Abuse?
When you see suspected abuse, neglect or exploitation, it is easy to think that
“somebody should do something.” Let that somebody be you. While many
professionals are required by law to report suspected elder abuse, that is no
substitute for the power of alert neighbors, friends and family members. There are
no costs or penalties for reports made in good faith, and you can choose to file a
report anonymously. Your action could save a person’s life.
Reporting Edler Abuse
If you suspect an elder is at risk for immediate harm, contact local law
enforcement as soon as possible. For most instances of abuse, neglect or
exploitation of older adults living in their own homes and communities, contact
the Ohio Adult Protective Services program at 1-855-644-6277.
For suspected abuse of an older adult in a nursing home or assisted living facility,
contact the Office of the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman at 1-800-282-1206
or visit www.ombudsman.ohio.gov to find the regional program serving your
community.
For suspected abuse of adults of any age with a developmental disability, contact
the Ohio Department of developmental disabilities at 1-866-313-6733.
Physical abuse: Intentional use of physical force that results in injury, pain or
impairment. It includes pushing, hitting, slapping, pinching and other ways of
physically harming a person.
Emotional abuse: Actions that threaten, humiliate, intimidate or otherwise
psychologically hurt an individual.
Sexual abuse: Rape or other unwanted, non-consensual sexual contact, nudity,
exhibitionism and other sexual situations.
Warning Signs of Elder Abuse
• Bruises, cuts or other signs of physical harm;
• Sudden behavioral changes, such as becoming less social;
• A caregiver who refuses to allow visitors to see the adult alone;
• Hazardous or unsanitary living conditions;
• Dehydration, malnutrition or poor personal hygiene;
• Previously uninvolved relatives showing sudden interest in the adult’s rights,
affairs and possessions;
• Unexplained, sudden transfers of assets or finances to an individual;
• Unexplained disappearances of funds or valuable possessions;
• Abrupt changes in a will, financial documents, bank accounts or banking
practice; and
• Over-or under-utilization of prescribed medications or missing medications.

ABOUT THE OHIO MASONIC HOME
The Ohio Masonic Home offers three premier lifestyle
communities across Ohio, including Springfield, Browning,
and Western Reserve Masonic Communities, delivering
exceptional experiences that make community members and
staff feel like family.
While our organization was founded by the Ohio Masonic
Fraternity, we are open to everyone, with values rooted in
honesty, compassion, and friendship.

Give us a call at 877-881-1623, visit our website,
www.ohiomasonichome.org/contact-us,
or like us on Facebook,
www.facebook.com/ohiomasonichome!

ABOUT OUR CAMPUSES
WE OFFER
•

Active Lifestyles

•

Life-long Learning
Programs

•

Volunteer
Opportunities

•

Wellness & Recreation
Activities

•

So Much More!

Browning
Masonic Community
8883 Browning Drive
Waterville, OH 43566
www.bmcohio.org
(419) 878-4055

Western Reserve
Masonic Community
4931 Nettleton Road
Medina, OH 44256
www.wrmcohio.org
(330) 721-3000

Springfield
Masonic Community
2655 West National Road
Springfield, OH 45504
www.smcohio.org
(937) 525-3067

SUMMER CROSSWORD
Find the words in the grid. When you are done,
the unused letters in the grid will spell out a
hidden message. Pick them out from left to
right, top line to bottom line. Words can go
horizontally, vertically and diagonally in all
eight directions.
By Evelyn Johnson | www.qets.com
August
Barbecue
Baseball
Boating
Camping
Canoeing
Flowers
Gardening
Grass
Hiking
Holiday

July
June
Outdoors
Picnic
Play
Summer
Sunshine
Swimming
Travel
Watermelon
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CHICKEN WALDORF SANDWICHES
Recipe by Linda Larsen via www.thespruceeats.com

This sandwich takes the salad and puts it between two pieces of raisin bread
to make a wonderful and different sandwich.
This recipe can also be made with other meats. Some finely chopped ham
would be delicious, or use drained and flaked canned salmon or tuna. You
could also use other breads, although I think that cinnamon raisin bread really
adds a nice touch to the sweet and tart salad.
Total: 20 mins 		
Cook: 0 mins 		

Prep: 20 mins
Yield: 4-6 servings

Ingredients
2 (12-ounce) cans chicken, drained, or 2 cup shredded
cooked chicken
1-2 chopped unpeeled Granny Smith apples
1 cup chopped celery
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 cup dried cranberries or dried cherries
1/2 cup mayonnaise
2 tablespoons plain yogurt
2 tablespoons honey mustard
2 teaspoons lemon juice
1/8 teaspoon salt
8 slices cinnamon raisin bread
leaf lettuce or butter lettuce

Steps to Make It
1. Combine the chicken, Granny Smith apples, celery,
walnuts, dried cranberries, mayonnaise, yogurt,
honey mustard, lemon juice, and salt in a medium
bowl.
2. Mix well.
3. Make sandwiches with bread and lettuce.
4. You can store the chicken salad recipe filling in the
refrigerator up to two days, tightly covered.
If you have a favorite recipe that you would like to
share and be featured in this newsletter, mail it to:
The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center
Attn: Becky Cason
2655 West National Rd
Springfield, OH 45504
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If you wish not to continue to
receive the newsletter you
may opt out at any time by
calling 937-717-8805.

Welcome

to

YOUR Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center!

The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center offers aid
to those in need, as well as information on aging and
referral to services. We have Liaisons located across
the state!
• Connection to any of the OMH campuses and our
trusted partners
• Connection to products that help you maintain your
independence
• Connection to benefits
• Coordination with Fraternal organizations
• Emergency Assistance Program
• Financial Assistance Program for those that qualify
• Masonic Volunteer and Ambassador Programs
• Service coordination and referrals
• Widow’s Program

How to Contact the Resource Center:
Call toll-free 1-877-881-1623 or visit
www.omhresourcecenter.org

MEET YOUR LIAISON

Samantha Loy
Director, OMH
Resource Center

Millie McNeal Raquel Flanigan Becky Cason

Financial Assistance
Coordinator

Melissa Hirn-Pulliam

South Central Ohio Resource
Center Liaison & Community
Outreach Manager

NW Ohio Resource SW Ohio Resource Center
Center Liaison
Liaison & Widow’s
Program Coordinator

DeAnna Kinney

SE Ohio Resource Center
Liaison & MVP Program
Coordinator

Jesse Pertee

NE Ohio Resource Center
Liaison & Ambassador
Program Coordinator

