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WINTER  2021A newsletter brought to you by The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center

Please enjoy photos on pages 1 & 2,  
highlighting our AMAZING volunteers. 

Their efforts stretch from the  
holidays and beyond. Thank you  

to all of our MVPs!

Saluting Our

Year-Round Year-Round 
Santas & Elves!Santas & Elves!

For information on becoming an MVP volunteer, please call 740-262-1974. 
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Announcing the New Central Ohio 
Resource Center Liaison!

Through the Resource Center, we are looking forward to a lot of exciting things in 2021! But first, 
as we wrap up 2020, we would like to send out a sincere THANK YOU to all of our volunteers! 

The Resource Center partners with our Volunteers, and the Lodges, year round. We truly could 
not do this without you. Thank you for all you do!  

Together, in 2020, we were able to coordinate referrals and assist clients with clinical, financial, 
and social needs through approximately 1,500 new cases served. Although COVID-19 altered 

some of the visits we normally would do, we are happy to be here for you and will continue to do what we can 
to help in the safest way possible.

This Christmas, the Resource Center provided 90 care packages to individuals and families throughout the 
state. In addition, we were able to partner with several Lodges doing outreach to hundreds more.

With the New Year will also come a new member to our team! We will be welcoming Dan Shirk 
as the Central Ohio Liaison. Dan will be representing Districts 9, 14, 15 and 19. Please refer to 
our map to see a full list of the territories throughout the state. 

If you are in need of services, or if you would like to make a donation to help individuals or 
families, please call me at 937-504-4407. You can also reach YOUR Ohio Masonic Home 
Resource Center Liaison by calling toll-free at 877-881-1623, and pressing “4” for the 
Resource Center.

Thank you again. And as always, please let us know if we can help in any way. 
Wishing you all a very happy and healthy New Year!

Blessings, 
Samantha Loy | Director, The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center

Lodges, remember to update your list of widows and elderly members.  
If you provide the Resource Center with an updated list, we can add them  

to our mailing list so they can receive this newsletter and learn about assistance 
that could be available in their areas! 

Also, if your Lodge or Chapter experiences a loss, we can mail a bereavement 
packet to their surviving spouse. This packet will contain information on support 

and services they may need. During the past year, Bereavement Packets were 
mailed out to 220 new widows or widowers, offering information, resources and 
support during their times of loss. Please send any new lists or individual widows 

or widowers to DeAnna Kinney at dkinney@ohiomasonichome.org  
or you may call 740-262-1974.

Widows
    Program
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Paying it Forward 
in the New Year

By Raquel Brown, NW Ohio Liaison and MYOP Coordinator

Season’s Greetings from now throughout our upcoming New Year. The Resource Center 

works on building relationships not only through the Holiday Season but throughout the 

year. Our Masonic Volunteer program is a pertinent part of this process.  

Alfred Linke of the Pemberville Lodge was referred to the Resource Center after 

experiencing a change to his overall Health and Wellness. Our team met with Mr. Linke 

and discussed the Resource Center and immediately took action in connecting various 

Resources throughout the community and within the organization. 

From that connection this has led to Mr. Linke becoming an active member of the Masonic Volunteer Program. It 

is through the kind heart of Mr. Linke that he has referred additional families which led to him becoming our very 

own Secret Santa spreading the Holiday Love and gift of giving for this Holiday Season. 

Raquel Flanigan  |  NW Ohio Resource Center Liaison  |  Masonic Youth Outreach Program Coordinator
8883 Browning Dr., Waterville, Ohio 43566  |  419-260-0855
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MVPs Share Glad Tidings
By DeAnna Kinney, SE Ohio Liaison, MVP Coordinator

2020 has been a rollercoaster of a year. But amidst the trying times, there were many instances 
of great compassion and selfless giving that shine a spotlight on our Masonic Volunteer 
Program Committees and their efforts throughout the state.  Our volunteers have been out 
spreading holiday cheer to those who need it most, our Resource Center clients, our widows 
and our widowers. MVP Committee volunteers, like those from the 23rd District, brought 
members of 5 Lodges together safely to pack and deliver 100 bags of fruit and candy, as well 
as hand sanitizer and tissues from the Resource Center. Volunteers from the 17th district 
MVP Committee delivered fruit baskets to widows like Mrs. Piatt (pictured) who remarked how 

delighted she was to be remembered by the Fraternity. Volunteers and Lodges in Southern Ohio coordinated with 
Liaison Melissa Hirn-Pulliam to reach over 150 Masons and stars to let them know they are not alone during this 
unique holiday season. And Liaisons Bobbi Schickler and Raquel Brown have been busy mailing holiday outreach 
packages and working with our MVPs to identify and assist those who might need 
a little extra support at this time.  Our volunteers are such an integral part of the 
Resource Center, allowing us to reach more people and going above and beyond to 
express care, compassion and concern.  Like Santa and his elves, they have been busy 
dropping off packages, mailing cards and calling with uplifting messages of hope. 
Volunteers have sent flowers to their widows and older members of Eastern Star, and 
have left candy, cookies and small decorations on doorsteps and porches all over the 
state. Some of our volunteers dress up like Santa  to visit hospitals, nursing homes 
and schools, although this year they did it a little differently through windows or at 
a safe distance. They have been extremely creative in the ways they have chosen to 
share their holiday spirit.

We want to wish all our volunteers blessings and good health in the new year. And we want to remember the 
volunteers we have recently lost: Dave Taylor, from the 18th District MVP Committee; Russ Toll and Bruce 
Karley, from the 20th District MVP Committee; and Don Rogers , of the 23rd District MVP Committee. They 
will truly be missed.  Pictured throughout this newsletter are some of our MVPs who have been a special part 
of our Resource Center family and have our utmost gratitude and respect. We look forward to continuing our 
partnership in 2021!

As a volunteer, if you are in need of masks to use while out visiting clients, please contact  
dkinney@ohiomasonichome.org . Your health and safety is important to us and we appreciate all you do to 

support our Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center. 

For information on becoming an MVP volunteer, please call 740-262-1974. 

Christmas bags distributed 
by Bremen Lodge #608
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Masonic Youth Outreach Program
By Raquel Brown, NW Ohio Liaison and MYOP Coordinator

As we are at the beginning of a New Year planning for the future in Education is crucial, and 
now is more important than ever to assure planning starts as early as possible. Have you visited 
the Ohio Masonic Home website? Information related to the criteria for our annual scholarship 
can be accessed through the website and/or details can be discussed with your local Liaison. 
Updates on the application for 2021 start in January.

How can I receive maximum benefits from online learning? What activities are available to me 
during a pandemic? How will I pay for College? What actions can I take to promote continual 

education with my children and/or grandchildren?

Information sessions will resume in 2021 for the Masonic Youth Outreach program. If you have any of the above 
questions and more please email rflanigan@ohiomasonichome.org to sign-up and/or if you would like to schedule 
a zoom to discuss various topics related to the Masonic Youth Outreach program and/or how to become a youth 
volunteer please contact the Masonic Youth Outreach Program Coordinator.

Also, in 2021, we’re looking to partner with Masonic Youth Programs like Job’s Daughters, Rainbow Girls 
and Demoley, to bring more opportunities and services to youth, individuals and families. Call us for more 
information!

Don’t forget, if you are interested in writing to a senior, please let us know. Our pen pal program is just getting 
started! There are many things you can do from the comfort of your own home that can make a world of 
difference to someone. 

Stay safe and healthy!
Raquel Flanigan  |  NW Ohio Resource Center Liaison  |  Masonic Youth Outreach Program Coordinator

8883 Browning Dr., Waterville, Ohio 43566  |  419-260-0855

Please note: These images were taken prior to the  
COVID-19 pandemic, hence the lack of precautions.6   WINTER  2021
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The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center offers aid to those in need, as well as information on aging 
and referral to services. We have Liaisons located across the state!

• Connection to any of the OMH campuses  
and our trusted partners

• Connection to products that help you maintain  
your independence

• Connection to benefits
• Coordination with Fraternal organizations 

• Emergency Assistance Program
• Financial Assistance Program for those that qualify
• Masonic Volunteer and Ambassador Programs
• Service coordination and referrals
• Widow’s Program

How to Contact the  
Resource Center: 
Call toll-free 1-877-881-1623  
or visit www.omhresourcecenter.org

Samantha Loy
Director, OMH Resource  
Center & NE Ohio Liaison

(937) 504-4407

Millie McNeal
Financial Assistance  

Coordinator
(937) 525-3005

Dan Shirk
Central Ohio Resource 

Center Liaison
(937) 926-4305

Raquel Brown
NW Ohio Resource  

Center Liaison
MYOP Coordinator
(419) 260-0855

Melissa Hirn-Pulliam
South Central Ohio Resource 
Center Liaison & Community 

Outreach Manager
(740) 970-7903

DeAnna Kinney
SE Ohio Resource  

Center Liaison  
& MVP Program  

Coordinator
(740) 262-1974

Bobbi Schickler
SW Ohio Resource  

Center Liaison
(513) 567-1100

4931 Nettleton Rd.
Medina, OH 44256 
www.wrmcohio.org 
(330) 721-3000

8883 Browning Dr.
Waterville, OH 43566

www.bmcohio.org 
(419) 878-4055

2655 W. National Rd.
Springfield, OH 

45504
www.smcohio.org 

(937) 525-3067
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A subsidiary of Ohio Masonic Home

2655 W. National Road 
Springfield, Ohio 45504

(877) 881-1623 
omhresourcecenter.org

If you wish not to continue to  
receive the newsletter you  
may opt out at any time by  

calling 937-504-4407.

Like us on FACEBOOK to read more of our success stories! 


