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Masonic Bereavement Program
A Renewed Effort to Assist You

By Bobbi Schickler, SW Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator & Masonic Bereavement Program Coordinator
The Resource Center assists Masonic and Eastern Star widows and widowers through our
Masonic Bereavement Program. Through this program, we mail out a Bereavement Packet to
any Mason/Eastern Star widow(er) upon the death of their spouse.
In our packet we include: important documents to gather and numbers to call, information
on grief and loss, pamphlet tailored to their situation, their local Community Outreach
Coordinator’s contact information to follow up on local resources that they may need, and they
receive a quarterly newsletter.
Our goal is to reach individuals before they are in crisis to be their advocate, support them through their grieving
process, and stay connected with them. In 2020 we connected with 232 individuals through our bereavement program.

We have several ways you can request this information:
Email bschickler@ohiomasonichome.org, contact your local Community Outreach
Coordinator, call Bobbi at 513-567-1100, or call the Resource Center 877-881-1623.

THROUGHOUT THIS ISSUE: Resource Center client stories!

Lean on Me
By Benjamin Okwumabua, PM
Are you aware of the many
programs that our craft
has to aid and assist one
another? Reflecting upon
this thought, we can ask
ourselves whether we do
enough with the allotted
hours for a Brother or his
family? Then a song fills
my spirit by Bill Withers
with these lyrics, “Sometimes in our lives, we all have pain,
we all have sorrow. But if we are wise, we know that there’s
always tomorrow...” No matter how bleak the situation,
we are Ohio Freemasonry strong.
One of our brethren, who was facing challenging
times with extenuating health issues, was dismayed
with hopelessness due to physical limitations that
prevented him from leaving his home for treatment
and the lifesaving care that he needed. He was not
aware nor did he know how to access the resources
and guidance that we as Freemasons are blessed to
have. Through conversation with one another, we find
opportunities to help each other. Again, the continued
lyrics to Bill Wither’s song resonates: “Lean on me, when
you’re not strong, and I’ll be your friend, I’ll help you carry
on...” Through this fellowship, our Brother not only
received assistance through the generous donation of
a temporary ramp initiated by his home Lodge, Canal
Winchester #670, enabling him to leave his home to
receive medical care; he was also surprised with a
visit to his home by the Grand Master of Ohio, Most
Worshipful Brother Richard Dickerschied and the
Grand Lodge officers.

assistance programs then open up, such as The Grand
Lodge of Ohio Charitable Foundation, the Scottish Rite
Grand Almoners Fund, and many other programs.
The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center, 877-8811632 can be contacted for multiple levels of support
at any time. Each
Lodge has a regional
representative.
Brother Dan Shirk
who represents
the Central Ohio
region, immediately
reached out to our
distressed Brother
and collaborated
efforts with the Canal
Winchester Lodge. As the stanza in Withers song
reminds us: “You just call on me, Brother, when you need a
hand. We all need somebody to lean on...”
We may not all be able to hold a melody, but what we
can do is make one great band which so harmonizes
the world through the notes of love to give relief. Share
this story to impact and improve another man’s life, a
Mason, a Brother.
Make your contribution to support your Brethren and
enable great programs that we as Masons have. Live,
listen, and leave love.

Accessing programs of relief start at the member’s
respective local Lodge level by which the Worshipful
Master and membership can initiate aid from the Lodge
to assist a distressed Brother. A number of supplemental
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Roots in Masonry in the 12th Masonic District run deep!
Pictured is Rex Shenefield (seated), of Orphans Friend Lodge
#275, receiving his 65 year pin at the Lodge meeting held
on 2/9/2021. His son, Carl Shenefield, who is seen here
pinning his father, received his 50 year pin at the meeting
as well. Also pictured is Rex’s great nephew, Brad Emmons,
who is the Master of Orphans Friend Lodge #275. Steve
Wallis, District Advisor for the 12th Masonic District, is
presenting the certificates. Photo credit: John Dixon, DEO of
the 12th Masonic District and also a member of the Resource
Center’s Masonic Volunteer Program.

INCOMPLETE

The Ohio Masonic Home Foundation
By Steve Petitjean, Executive Director,
The Ohio Masonic Home Foundation
The Ohio Masonic
Home Foundation
graciously and

F O U N D A T

proudly supports The

I O N

Ohio Masonic Home
Resource Center.
Established with the
specific intention of ensuring The Ohio
Masonic Home will be here to serve our
Brethren, their wives and widows for
generations to come, the Foundation

WORDS
BROTHERLY LOVE  FOUNDATION
CARE
HOPE
CHARITY
RELIEF
COMPASSION
SECURITY
CONCERN
TRUTH
DIGNITY

is humbled by your ongoing support.
As a simple gesture of gratitude, we
give you this puzzle full of the tenets of
Freemasonry and your Ohio Masonic
Home. Enjoy!

COMPLETED

Bottle Caps to Park Benches
By Dan Shirk, Central Ohio
C Community Outreach Coordinator

If you spend any time
B onRSpringfield
O T HMasonic
E R Campus,
L Y
L O V E
you have probably seen a box
somewhere
to
put
N
your used bottle caps and pop tabs in. Art Tober
C H A R I T Y
has been collecting these items for over 8 years
E different charities
and donating them to several
over the years. Art collects
H
Ritems from the boxes
across
the
campus,
separates
C
F O U N the
D bottle
A Tcaps
I from
O N
the tabs and then sends the tabs to the Shrine to be
O
P
I
recycled and benefit the hospitals. The bottle caps used to be sent to
M
G aids, but about 3 years ago, that
an organization
thatEmade hearing
organization
stopped its operations,
P
N but the caps continued to come
in. The
Springfield
Rotary
at
that
A
I time had started collecting caps
for the Springfield Area Youth program, who was having them sent
T R for
UtheT city
H parks. Their program
awaySand having park benches made
S E C over
U Ra year
I ago,
T Yso now with cooperation between
was completed
Art, The
and the Ohio Masonic Home Foundation,
I Resource Center
E
we will
now
be
working
with
Green Tree Plastics in Indiana and their
O
L
ABC Promise Partnership to have Park Benches made for Springfield
N CommunityI campus. Thank you, Art, for your continued
Masonic
A R Ecaps and now helping to beautify the campus!
efforts ofCcollecting

F
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The Masonic Volunteer
Program Keeps Growing
By DeAnna Kinney, SE Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator, MVP Coordinator
Spring is here and nature is in beautiful bloom. The birds are singing. Flowers are growing.
And so is the Masonic Volunteer Program. I am pleased to announce that we now have
representation in Districts 8 and 10, with opportunities for training additional volunteers
coming up in the summer. Seventeen of the 25 Masonic districts now have MVP Committees
with over 300 volunteers statewide.
I get calls weekly from volunteers, like Marie Paver and Virginia Winget (pictured ) , from the
23rd District MVP Committee, stating that giving of themselves throughout this pandemic
has actually helped them get through it with a better mindset and brighter outlook. They continue to check on
our Resource Center clients and their Eastern Star sisters via phone and are looking forward to in-person visits
and meetings as well. Our clients have been so appreciative of the calls they get from volunteers like Marie and
Virginia. And our Masonic widows appreciate the effort made by the volunteers to help maintain their connection
to their husband’s Lodge. Clients have reported feeling less anxious after getting a phone call from a volunteer.
According to the Mayo Clinic, volunteering can reduce stress levels, help people stay physically active, give
people a sense of purpose and can even decrease the risk of depression. If you have a desire to assist your local
Community Outreach Coordinator in identifying and assisting those clients in need, please consider joining one
of the existing Committees, or starting a committee in your area. I’d love to have a Committee in each district
by 2022, so that no area of the state lacks representation. You can help find those in need before they are in
crisis. You can partner with the Resource Center to help link clients with local services, or provide more hands
on assistance like offering a ride to the doctor, dropping off a meal, changing a light bulb or just sharing a cup of
coffee. “The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention” Oscar Wilde. Thank you to all our
MVPs for their many acts of kindness to our clients. Your time and efforts are appreciated more than you know.
As the state starts to open up again, I plan to be at different events to promote the Masonic Volunteer Program
and recruit new volunteers.

If you would like more information on becoming a volunteer, or would like a
presentation on the Resource Center or MVP, please reach out by phone to
740-262-1974 or e-mail dkinney@ohiomasonichome.org .
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CLIENT STORIES
Volunteers referred the widow whose husband passed of COVID-related
pneumonia in December. SE Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator,
DeAnna Kinney, reached out to a widow to explain what services are
available and offered grief support and guidance in arranging for her
husband’s burial and Masonic service. She mailed a Bereavement packet
to her and helped to coordinate some formal grief counseling. During this
process, it was discovered that the widow tested positive for COVID-19.
This client was able to handle it at home but needed some basic items like
food, medicine and bottled water to get her through. We were able to
reach back out to our MVP Committee in the 17th district. Two volunteers
dropped off the needed items on her doorstep and called to check on
this widow daily. We also continue to monitor this widow and as of our
last discussion, she asked if she could “pay it forward” for all the help and
support she received. She is now considering becoming an MVP volunteer
herself and is going to fill out the application once she is feeling better!

In Southwest Ohio, we had
a widow of a Mason call
who needed help getting
her groceries because she
can’t wear a mask. She told
our Community Outreach
Coordinator that the grocery
store that she used was one
town over from hers. We were
able to call the local Lodge
secretary and ask if they could
have someone go grocery
shopping for her. They were
able to do so and we followed
up with her and she was so
appreciative of the help!

We also have a community member in NW Ohio that was out receiving inpatient nursing care after a hospital
admission, and there was concern that she would miss her second scheduled COVID-19 vaccine, but our
Community Outreach Coordinator was able to have transportation arranged for her to and from Browning
Masonic Community to receive her injection.

Masonic Youth Outreach Program
By Raquel Brown, NW Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator and MYOP Coordinator
The Masonic Youth Outreach Program will be conducting a Resource call through Zoom on
Saturday, April 24th, 2021, and Saturday, May 22, 2021 at 12:00PM. During this time we will
be discussing Resources within the community that are available to assist both grandparents
and parents raising children during the pandemic. In addition, we will be discussing various
events, scholarships, and needs in relation to opportunities for volunteers to assist with
programming provided for the future leaders of the world.
Volunteer needs include collection of items for future school supply drives, and opportunities
for individuals that are current and/or retired school teachers, counselors, artists and anyone that can assist as
either a tutor and/or youth advocate. In addition, if you have a youth that would be interested and/or is in need of
any additional assistance than the Masonic Youth Outreach Program is for you.
Childhood illness is an ongoing concern, and if you are raising a child faced with this ongoing resources are
available. Interdisciplinary connections are needed and can assist with the overall mood of both youth and
seniors. Please contact the Masonic Youth Outreach Program Coordinator for additional information and/or to
receive an information packet in the mail.
Raquel Brown | NW Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator | Masonic Youth Outreach Program Coordinator
8883 Browning Dr., Waterville, Ohio 43566 | 419-260-0855 | RaBrown@ohiomasonichome.org
Our Northwest Community Outreach Coordinator had a recent Masonic Youth Outreach Program referral
for a family that lost all of their belongings in a house fire. She is currently utilizing a laptop donated through
one of our MVPs for school, emotional support, and ongoing assistance related to resources moving forward
as needed. In addition, our Coordinator collaborated with the local Waterville branch library to create a free
class on technology use for one-on-one assistance for parents and/or the residents at the Villas.
SPRING 2021
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CLIENT STORIES
Our Central Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator had a Springfield Masonic Community member in
Independent Living who received a letter that contained a 1099G from Ohio Department of Job & Family Services
(ODJFS). It said that he had received over $1,200 in unemployment benefits that he had to repay. He was unsure
why he had received this form since he had never collected unemployment and could not get in contact with
anyone at the phone number listed on letter. Our coordinator tried calling the number on the letter but was in
a queue that was a 50 minute wait and then went to 61 minutes, so he went online to the ODJFS website which
informed folks about a scam where these letters had been sent out through their office. There were directions
to visit the Ohio Unemployment website and submit a report of someone using client’s personal information to
submit a fraudulent unemployment claim. They in turn will close the file and submit a new form to the IRS letting
them know the client never received unemployment. We submitted the request form for the resident and were
able to get things taken care of for him. The resident was very relieved and very appreciative of the help.
In Southern Ohio, we received a call from a Masonic Volunteer. A Brother had passed away that morning and
the widow had no family or close friends nearby as they had recently relocated out of state for an employment
opportunity. The widow had no idea how to choose a funeral home and was worried that she had no funds to
pay for these services. We reassured the volunteer that the Resource Center would reach out to coordinate
with the widow the services that were needed. By contacting the local Scottish Rite office, our Community
Outreach Coordinator linked the widow with a local funeral home with Masonic ties. This funeral director
was agreeable to providing services without a down payment, knowing that the Resource Center would be
working to obtain financial assistance to help cover the costs. The widow met with the funeral director that
day and made the final arrangements. When talking with the widow, our Coordinator found out that she had
been unable to work for the past several weeks, having to take time off without pay, due to her husband’s dire
medical condition. She was not going to be able to pay her monthly bills that were due the following week.
She also had limited food supply in the cupboards and refrigerator. Once back to work, she felt she would be
self-sufficient once again but she needed help in the meantime. We were able to suggest to the Lodge that a
Grand Lodge Charitable Request would be a viable option to pursue after the Lodge and District Association
both contributed as well. Within a week, we were able to provide assistance with the funeral home costs
through the Grand Lodge Charitable Foundation and donations from the local Lodge and District Association.
The Resource Center Emergency Assistance Program provided a Kroger card to help with food and gas and
also provided payment for utilities and the monthly car payment. The mortgage company provided a waiver
for the monthly house payment with no penalty. The widow is back to work now and is able to pick up the
pieces and make the payments for next month. She is so very appreciative that the Fraternity and Resource
Center were there for her during this difficult time.
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The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center offers aid to those in need, as well as information on aging
and referral to services. We have Community Outreach Coordinators located across the state!
•
•
•
•
•

• Connection to any of the OMH campuses
and our trusted partners
• Connection to products that help you maintain
your independence
• Connection to benefits
• Coordination with Fraternal organizations

Emergency Assistance Program
Financial Assistance Program for those that qualify
Masonic Volunteer and Ambassador Programs
Service coordination and referrals
Widow’s Program
4931 Nettleton Rd.
Medina, OH 44256
www.wrmcohio.org
(330) 721-3000

8883 Browning Dr.
Waterville, OH 43566
www.bmcohio.org
(419) 878-4055
WILLIAMS

5

FULTON

DEFIANCE

11

HENRY

ASHTABULA

LAKE

LUCAS

OTTAWA

SANDUSKY

22

ERIE

WOOD

GEAUGA

CUYAHOGA

25
TRUMBULL

LORAIN
PAULDING

4

SENECA
PUTNAM
HANCOCK

VAN WERT

ALLEN

10

PORTAGE

HURON

16

MEDINA

MAHONING
ASHLAND

20

CRAWFORD

WYANDOT

RICHLAND

HARDIN
MERCER

MARION

AUGLAIZE

SHELBY

3

DARKE

UNION

9

CLARK

21

STARK

19

DELAWARE

HARRISON

GUERNSEY

2655 W. National Rd.
Springfield, OH
45504
www.smcohio.org
(937) 525-3067

2
BUTLER

1

WARREN

8

PICKAWAY
FAYETTE

BELMONT

13

MORGAN

17

HOCKING

CLINTON

18

MONROE

WASHINGTON

ATHENS
VINTON

HAMILTON
CLERMONT

HIGHLAND

BROWN

7

ADAMS

MEIGS

PIKE
JACKSON

SCIOTO

12
GALLIA
LAWRENCE

Director, OMH Resource
Center & NE Ohio
Community
Outreach Coordinator
(937) 504-4407

NOBLE

PERRY

ROSS

6

Samantha
Loy

23

MUSKINGUM

FAIRFIELD
GREENE

JEFFERSON

COSHOCTON

LICKING

FRANKLIN

MONTGOMERY

24

CARROLL

MADISON

PREBLE

COLUMBIANA

TUSCARAWAS

KNOX

14

CHAMPAIGN

MIAMI

WAYNE

HOLMES

MORROW

15

LOGAN

SUMMIT

Raquel
Brown

NW Ohio Community
Outreach Coordinator
& MYOP Coordinator
(419) 260-0855

Bobbi
Schickler

SW Ohio Community
Outreach Coordinator
& Masonic Bereavement
Program Coordinator
(513) 567-1100

DeAnna
Kinney

SE Ohio Community
Outreach Coordinator
& Masonic Volunteer
Program Coordinator
(740) 262-1974

How to Contact the
Resource Center:
Call toll-free 1-877-881-1623
or visit www.omhresourcecenter.org

Melissa
Hirn-Pulliam

Southern Ohio
Community
Outreach Coordinator
(740) 970-7903

Dan
Shirk

Central Ohio Community
Outreach Coordinator
(937) 926-4305

Millie
McNeal

Financial Assistance
Coordinator
(937) 525-3005
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A subsidiary of Ohio Masonic Home
2655 W. National Road
Springfield, Ohio 45504
(877) 881-1623
omhresourcecenter.org
If you wish not to continue to
receive the newsletter you
may opt out at any time by
calling 937-504-4407.

Dear friends,
We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter, and hearing about many of the programs and services
that are here to help you. In this issue, you will read about ways that we all are helping one another,
through the Resource Center, and in partnership with Lodges, Grand Lodge, Scottish Rite, the Ohio
Masonic Home campuses, and our Foundation, which supports the work that we do every day.
The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center assists people with finding the clinical, financial, and
social services they need to age respectfully. We make referrals and coordinate services with
appropriate local agencies and fraternal organizations, and can connect you to information and resources like
finding home health care, our Ohio Masonic Home campuses, our trusted partners, medical equipment, products
that help you stay in your own home, and offer connection to benefits through the Veterans Administration, Ohio
Department of Job and Family Services, Social Security, and more. We are also available to do presentations at
Masonic meetings and events to discuss our services.
Do you have a passion to help others? Ask about our Masonic Volunteer Program, or our Masonic Youth Outreach
Program! Did you know that we offer support through our Masonic Bereavement Program? Or, that we have an
emergency assistance program that can help a qualified brother or widow with financial aid for a health, safety, or
aging need? We are here to help you! Please let us know how we can be of service.

Call 877-881-1623 to reach any of the Ohio Masonic Home campuses or our Resource Center.
Blessings,
Samantha Loy | Director, The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center

Like us on FACEBOOK to read more of our client stories!

