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Hope 
          

     for 
the 

         H
olidays

The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center each year plans events and/or 
outreach geared towards fostering ongoing Independence and advancing 
Social Connections. The Holiday Season for some can be a very joyous time 
filled with gifts, family, and joy; however, depending on individual situations, 
and various family dynamics this may also be the exact opposite outcome. As a 
result, the Resource Center has created a tradition of holiday outreach. 

What does holiday outreach include? In 
addition to phone calls completed for advancing socialization and wellness, care 
packages can also be sent at this time. This year we will continue that tradition 
throughout campus, and out in the community, to spread joy and family promoting 
togetherness.

If you could benefit from a phone call or a holiday package, please call us. These 
can even include a prepared holiday meal for those that are in need. 

We also have COVID Care packages (pictured left) if you or someone you know has 
tested positive for COVID and needs help.  COVID Care Packages can include a gift 
card to a local pharmacy to help with your at-home management, chicken noodle 
soup, crackers, Gatorade and tea bags. You can request contactless delivery.

If you would like more information and/or to sign up for our 
holiday outreach program, or if you are in need of a COVID Care 
Package, contact us at 877-881-1623. We are here to assist our 

campuses and the communities we serve all across Ohio. 



By Bobbi Schickler, Certified Senior Advisor® (CSA),
SW Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator  

& Masonic Bereavement Program Coordinator

It has been a struggle for many during these 
uncertain times. With Thanksgiving just around 
the corner I find myself, now more than ever, 
counting my blessings, being thankful, and 
grateful for all that I have. I think we all have come 
to better appreciate hugs and in person fellowship 

with our family and friends. I wanted to share an acronym and a 
poem that I hope you find helpful. Take care of yourselves, stay 
healthy, and call us if you need something. What things make you 
feel blessed, grateful, and thankful?

Be present.

Let the day flow with grace.

Expect nothing.  Give thanks.

Surrender.  Be open.

Speak only kindness.

Impart only love.

Never forget you’re not done.

Give so you may receive.

See goodness in others.

I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, 
but people will never forget how you made them feel.

                              -Maya Angelou

Inspiration for 
the Holiday Season

2    FALL  2021



Clients are Grateful for Our MVPs
By DeAnna Kinney, SE Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator, Masonic Volunteer Program Coordinator

At this time of Thanksgiving, it is only 
fitting to acknowledge our Masonic 
Volunteer Program Committees 
and the ways they have enhanced 
the lives of our Resource Center 
community clients. Things that 
you and I may take for granted, like 
maintaining our yard or shopping 

for groceries may be difficult for a client with mobility 
issues or limited vision. When a volunteer performs 
a task for a client, it enables that individual to stay 
independent and to live with dignity. A Masonic widow 
recently shared with me that she had been hiding from 
her neighbors for several summers because she was 
unable to keep her yard looking pretty. One of our 
volunteers began cutting her grass and weed eating this 
summer, and this client said she now sits on her front 
porch and feels like she is part of her neighborhood 
again. Another client shared how her late husband had 
been in the process of repairing their fence when he 
became ill and eventually passed away. A volunteer has 
since repaired her fence, allowing her to be outside with 
her dog without the anxiety that the dog will leave the 
yard. By taking an elderly client to a Lodge or chapter 
meeting, our volunteers are making sure that these 
Brothers and Sisters stay connected to their Masonic 
family and get the support and socialization that they 
desire. And sometimes our volunteers help us as we 
staff informational booths at fraternal and community 
events, to share information and educate others about 
the services the Resource Center can offer. Pictured are 
MVPS Lee and Barb Peterson, and Cassandra, Lorry and 
Dave Williams, at the Sternwheel Festival in Marietta, 
at our Resource Center booth. That opportunity was 
also made possible by volunteers like Orland Bragg of 
the Marietta Shrine Club, who brought in the Shrine 
Belle to draw people to our location, and Bob Hadfield 
who helped work the booth for several hours. 

I hear from our volunteers that their actions are “just 
little things” or maybe insignificant, but they are far 
from that. Every phone call connects another person 
with someone who has taken the time out of their 
day to check on them. Every time greeting cards are 
mailed or a meal is delivered, it tells our clients that 
they are important, that they matter and that we are 
here for them. Every referral to one of our Resource 
Center Coordinators is an opportunity to educate, 
assist or connect that person to some resource that 
may have a profound impact on them and their life. 
Since the Masonic Volunteer Program started in 2018, 
our volunteers have made 1,190 referrals to the OMH 
Resource Center. Sometimes it was a request to check 
in with someone who just had surgery or just lost a 
loved one. But these connections would never have 
occurred without the partnership of our cherished 
volunteers. After all, they are truly our “eyes and ears” 
out in the fraternity and let us know when there is a 
need. We have a partnership with over 350 men and 
women around the state whose efforts are appreciated 
by the individuals they serve. As Paul Solarz stated, 
that “collaboration allows us to know more than we are 
capable of knowing by ourselves”. 

So as this holiday season begins, I want to take a 
moment to express my gratitude to our volunteers 
around the state. The activity you report to your 
Committee Chairperson each month is a testament 
to your commitment to serve those in need. The 
information you share with your local coordinator is 
instrumental in helping to fulfill our mission. Keep up 
the great work. And if you know of someone who would 
like to join one of our existing MVP Committees, or 
start a brand new Committee, please call... 

740-262-1974.  
I look forward to working with all of you in the new year. 
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The Ohio Masonic Home Scholarship Program was established in 2002 with a gift which was dedicated to provide 

for a perpetual student scholarship program which provides financial aid to students who are themselves Masons, 

or the children and grandchildren of Ohio Freemasons. 

In the last thirteen years, our program has received a total of 1005 qualified applicants and has awarded 246 

scholarships which have enabled students to attend college and help to defray the costs of higher education.  

This year, we received a total of 33 applications and we were able to award a total of 12 scholarships this year. 

These winners represent all areas of the state and are currently or will be attending 10 different colleges and 

universities with a wide variety of degree programs.

The 2021 Awardees included: 
Lynette Camerlin, Kaleb DeWitt, Paige Heffke, Brady Jeffcott, Joseph Jeffcott, Riki Kaiser, Ruth Kaiser,  

Cade Meade, Seth Meade, Camerynn Ratliff, and Charles Zugaro.

Congratulations to all of the winners!
The application for the 2022 Ohio Masonic Home Scholarship will be posted on the Ohio Masonic Home website 

(www.ohiomasonichome.org) in January 2022.

2021 Ohio Masonic Home  
Scholarships Awards
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By Dan Shirk, Central Ohio Community Outreach Coordinator

When a case come through in July that a client was in need of a ramp being built at their 
home to allow them access to get outside, and the estimated cost was going to be between 
$6 - $8,000 and not affordable, the search was on for help. A few days later, I was meeting 
with an old contact from The Fuller House, which is now Habitat for Humanity of Clark 
County. During our conversation, I found out that due to COVID restrictions, Habitat was not 
building homes at this time but was helping with Home modifications and repairs. A couple of 
days later, I reached out to see if there was a possibility that we may be able to partner with 

Habitat and help build the ramp, and the answer was yes. 

The wheels were in motion and the search for materials was on. After a few failed attempts at procuring ramp 
parts from previous projects, Habitat came upon a platform that would provide the base. They figured out what 
other parts were needed and secured all the materials. The Resource Center contacted Yellow Springs Lodge 
for some financial assistance, and with help from the Lodge and the Grand Lodge Charitable Fund, the project 
was able to be paid for. 

With the funding secured and materials on hand, the project was scheduled to take place on Saturday, October 
2nd. The call for volunteers to help assemble the ramp was sent out to members of Yellow Springs Lodge and 
the 8th Masonic District volunteer program chairman. The Brethren responded as they always do and the ramp 
was able to be completed. The support and effort put into this project by Yellow Springs Lodge, Habitat for 
Humanity of Greater Dayton, and the 8th Masonic District volunteers is greatly appreciated. You all have not 
just built a ramp, you have changed a life.

OMH Resource Center 
“Ramps” Up the Service!

2021 Ohio Masonic Home  
Scholarships Awards
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Maintaining Connections  
in Northwest Ohio

By Raquel Brown, NW Ohio Community Outreach 
Coordinator and Masonic Youth Outreach  

Program Coordinator

Through the efforts of the Resource 
Center Community Outreach 
Coordinator and the Bereavement 
Program assistance, was provided 
to a Masonic widow at Browning 
Masonic Community. Prior to 

losing her spouse, resources were put in place for 
the couple to transfer to Western Reserve Masonic 
Community related to the additional services 
offered including Skilled Nursing. After the passing 
of her spouse Raquel Brown met with the resident 
and her family to assess what her goals were moving 
forward, and the best option available to assist 
with coping, safety, and convenience in relation to 
her family. The grieving process is a difficult time, 
and often impacts various individuals differently. 
As a result, it was decided that Springfield Masonic 
Community would actually be the best option 
and the connection was made, transportation 
was scheduled, and the move was successful. 
The Resource Center through the Bereavement 
Program remains an outlet for this family, and 
ongoing emotional support. 

As many of you are aware, we are saddened to announce that Melissa Hirn-
Pulliam is no longer with the Resource Center. We wish her the best of luck in her 
future endeavors. At this time, we do not have a replacement in Southern Ohio 
but DeAnna Kinney and Bobbi Schickler are working together to cover districts 6, 
7, 12 and 13. Please know that we are still providing coverage in this area and we 
hope to announce your new Southern Ohio Coordinator soon. 

 
Until then, we sincerely appreciate the time and dedication that Melissa gave to OMH!  

If you have a referral in this area, please call 877-881-1623. 

Southern Ohio Updates
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The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center offers aid to those in need, as well as information on aging 
and referral to services. We have Community Outreach Coordinators located across the state!

• Connection to any of the OMH campuses  
and our trusted partners

• Connection to products that help you maintain  
your independence

• Connection to benefits
• Coordination with Fraternal organizations 

• Emergency Assistance Program
• Financial Assistance Program for those that qualify
• Masonic Volunteer and Ambassador Programs
• Service coordination and referrals
• Widow’s Program

How to Contact the  
Resource Center: 

Call toll-free 1-877-881-1623  
or visit www.omhresourcecenter.org

4931 Nettleton Rd.
Medina, OH 44256 
www.wrmcohio.org 
(330) 721-3000

8883 Browning Dr.
Waterville, OH 43566

www.bmcohio.org 
(419) 878-4055

2655 W. National Rd.
Springfield, OH 

45504
www.smcohio.org 

(937) 525-3067

Samantha 
Loy

Director, OMH Resource  
Center & NE Ohio  

Community 
Outreach Coordinator

(937) 504-4407

Millie 
McNeal

Financial Assistance  
Coordinator

(937) 525-3005

Raquel 
Brown, LPN

NW Ohio Community 
Outreach Coordinator

& Masonic Youth Outreach 
Program Coordinator
(419) 260-0855

Dan 
Shirk

Central Ohio Community 
Outreach Coordinator

(937) 926-4305

DeAnna 
Kinney, LSW

SE Ohio Community 
Outreach Coordinator  
& Masonic Volunteer  
Program Coordinator
(740) 262-1974

Bobbi 
Schickler, CSA

Certified Senior Advisor®

SW Ohio Community 
Outreach Coordinator  

& Masonic Bereavement  
Program Coordinator
(513) 567-1100

Bobbi & DeAnna will temporarily be 
serving the Southern Ohio Area.
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A subsidiary of Ohio Masonic Home

2655 W. National Road 
Springfield, Ohio 45504

(877) 881-1623 
omhresourcecenter.org

If you wish not to continue to  
receive the newsletter you  
may opt out at any time by  

calling 937-504-4407.

The Ohio Masonic Home Resource Center is a free service here to assist Masons, 
their wives, widows, Ohio Eastern Star members, and the communities we serve, 
with finding the services they need to live and age respectfully. We make referrals 
and coordinate services with appropriate local agencies and organizations, and can 
connect you to information and resources like finding home health care, durable 
medical equipment, products and services that help you stay in your own home, and 
offer connection to benefits through the Veteran’s Administration, Ohio Department 
of Job and Family Services, Social Security, and more. We are available to do 
presentations at lodge and chapter meetings and events to discuss our services.  

We also offer a bereavement program, volunteer program, a youth program, and, 
a financial assistance program that can help a qualified brother, sister, or widow/
widower with financial aid for a health, safety, or aging need. 

We are here to help! 
Please let us know how we can be of service. You can reach any of our 

coordinators by calling 877-881-1623 and pressing 4 for the Resource Center.

The OMH Resource Center is HERE FOR YOU!

Like us on FACEBOOK to read more of our client stories! 


